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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 

FRIDAY – MAY 25, 2018 

 

8:30-9:30  Registration 
9:30-12:00  Full Day Sessions A 
12:00-1:30   Lunch (provided) 

1:30-4:00  Continue Sessions A 
6:00-9:00  Tour De Daycare – (transportation provided) 

 
SATURDAY – MAY 26, 2018 

 

8:00-9:15  Registration, welcome coffee & tea 
9:30-12:00  Morning Sessions 
12:00-1:30  Lunch (provided) 
1:30-4:00  Afternoon Sessions 
 
Conference Committee Members: 

 
Janis Arner   Patti Pernitski     
Marian Hardy               Connie Alger 
Melanie Boucher            Cindy Piwowar 
Stefanie Brem               Tanya Garfield 
Cathy Balatti               Joanna Carmichael 

 
 
 
    There will be vendors offing items for sale on site  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
    Conference attendees will receive certificates for professional development 
 

Friday    5 hours 
    Saturday   6 hours 
    Friday & Saturday 11 hours 
    Tour De Daycare 3 hours 

 
 
 

VISIT THE 

MARETPLACE 

CERTIFICATE 

HOURS 



 

  Workshop Overview    
FRIDAY- All DAY: 9:30AM-4:00PM 
 

 Outdoor and Nature Play (same as B1) 
 Dr. Beverlie Dietze 
 

 

 Planning for Play/Reframing Risk (same as B2) 
 Jane Hewes 
 

 

 Tour De Daycare – 6:00pm-9:00pm 
 (Information to be included in a 
                confirmation e-mail) 

 

SATURDAY- All DAY: 9:30AM-4:00PM 
  

 Outdoor and Nature Play (same as A1) 

 Dr. Beverlie Dietze 

 
 
 Planning for Play/Reframing Risk (same as A2) 
 Jane Hewes 

 
Appetite to Play 
Janis Arner & Wildflower 

 
 

SATURDAY AM SESSIONS 9:30AM-12:00PM  SATURDAY PM SESSIONS 1:30PM-4:00PM 

 
  Creating Meaningful & Memorable   Creating Meaningful & Memorable   
  Cultural Experiences within AECD   Cultural Experiences within AECD 
  Nadine Gagne      Nadine Gagne 

 
 
  Wet-Felting      Wet Felting   
  Ray-Ann Miller                      Ray-Ann Miller 

 
   

Sink or Swim      Leading   
  Laura Doan      Laura Doan 

 
   

Living with an Idea                                                           Taking “School” out of the School Age Child                     
Amy Wesley                                                                         Care  
                                                                                             Cathy Balatti 
 

A1 

A2 

A3 

B1 

B2 

B3 

C1 D1 

C2 D2 

C3 D3 

C4 D4 



 

Friday-All Day Sessions 
 

Outdoor and Nature Play  
- Dr. Beverlie Dietze 

(Saturday B1) 

 
Friday, May 25 9:30am-4:00pm 

 
For many early learning professionals, there is an increased interest in all the buzz that is occurring around outdoor play 
pedagogy. This interactive workshop will present current research on outdoor play and how that research is contributing 
to new ways of thinking and programming. Participants will engage in conversations and hands-on experiences outdoors, 
that when transferred to practice, can offer children a sense of place and a chance to experience nature pedagogy in their 
daily lives. 
 

Dr. Beverly Dietze  is the Director of Learning and Applied Research at Okanagan College.  She is the lead researcher 

on two national projects on outdoor play, a co-author of four early childhood education textbooks, including one on 
outdoor play and nature, and a presenter on outdoor play and staff development processes. She has been a professor in 
college and university settings for more than thirty years.  

 

Planning for Play: Thinking Differently about Space and Time 
Reframing Risk: Playing with Uncertainty 

- Jane Hewes 
(Saturday B2) 

 
Friday, May 25 9:30am-4:00pm 

 
Planning for Play: Thinking Differently about Space and Time:  
 
Children play all the time, everywhere. They want to be kitties at the lunch table, and Batman during clean up time.  As 
early childhood educators we understand the value of play for young children’s learning and development, but do we give 
them enough time and space to play freely for their own purposes? In this session, we’ll try to shift our thinking from 
scheduling free play time in traditional play centres, to thinking about making space and time for play in the whole room, 
all day long. The session will feature stories of educator practice – listening closely to children’s play, experimenting with 
novel materials and play props, nurturing a common play script, and engaging playfully and spontaneously.  
 

Reframing Risk: Playing with Uncertainty: 
 
Why is everyone talking about risky play? Early childhood educators are entrusted with children’s safety – where does 
risky play fit? This session will begin with a brief review of the research on the physical, social, and emotional value of 
supporting children’s risk-taking in play, including some of the latest findings on rough and tumble, and dizzy play. Then 
we’ll explore some of the questions that arise for everyday professional practice. What do we do when a two-year old 
wants to jump from a high platform on the playground, just like the five-year olds? What does it mean for an infant to 
take a risk? Can we engage families in the conversation? The session will feature real examples for reflection and 
discussion, as well as suggesting resources and starting points.   

 
Jane Hewes  was Chair of the Early Learning and Child Care Program at MacEwan University in Edmonton for 20 years. 

Her research interest is in understanding play from the perspective of the child. Recently she has become fascinated by 
the notion of a pedagogy of play in early childhood. Jane was Co-Principal Investigator of the action research project to 

A1 

A2 



create Play Participation and Possibilities: An Early Learning and Child Care Curriculum Framework for Alberta. She is 
currently Associate Dean in the Faculty of Education and Social Work at Thompson Rivers University. 

 
 
 

Tour De Daycare 
 

Friday, May 25  6:00pm-9:00pm 
 

(Further information to be included in a confirmation e-mail) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A3 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjUhOq9887ZAhXs5IMKHT0aDfAQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D6KdHv493m34&psig=AOvVaw1Ra78aRAF0-vDIdTzpgHKo&ust=1520123504557027


 

 

Saturday- All Day Sessions 
 

Outdoor and Nature Play 

- Dr. Beverlie Dietze 
(A1 description) 

 
Saturday, May 26 9:30am-4:00pm 

 

 

Planning for Play: Thinking Differently about Space and Time 
Reframing Risk: Playing with Uncertainty 

- Jane Hewes 
(A2 description) 

 

Saturday, May 26 9:30am-4:00pm 
 
 

 
Appetite to Play 

- Janis Arner & Wildflower 

 
Saturday, May 26 9:30am-4:00pm 

 
Appetite to Play is a province-wide initiative designed to support early year’s providers to promote and encourage physical 
activity and healthy eating in their settings. Resources included recommended practices around physical activity and 
healthy eating for children 0-5 years, an interactive website (www.appetitetoplay.com) that includes ideas, tips, activities, 
and games, and in-person workshops that are delivered across the province. 
 
The workshop itself is very interactive, and will enhance knowledge, skills and confidence in creating childcare settings 
that support healthy eating and physical activity to promote healthy child development. During this workshop, planning 
tools, self –assessments, tips, ideas, recipes, games and activities will be shared and practiced. Participants will also receive 
a booklet to help them get started and an overview of the Appetite to Play online resources. 
 

Wildflower  is an Early Childhood Educator and Yoga Teacher passionate about supporting little ones through the 

critical early years. She brings humor, fun and playfulness to her work at the same time as creating calm acceptance.  
 

Janis Arner  is an Early Childhood Educator with Infant Toddler, Special Needs and Administrative post-basic 

training. Janis’ experience includes daycare, preschool, Infant Development and Family Resource Programs.  She currently 
works at the Childcare Resource & Referral and has been there for the past 15 years.  She has had the opportunity to take 
facilitator training in Physical Literacy for children under 5 years of age and is excited to add Appetite to Play training to 
her offerings. 

 

 

 

 

B1 

B2 

B3 

http://www.appetitetoplay.com/


 

 

Saturday AM Sessions 
 

Creating Meaningful and Memorable Cultural Experiences within AECD 
- Nadine Gagne 

(Offered in afternoon session as well) 

 
Saturday, May 26  9:30am-12:00pm 

 
In this interactive workshop participants will have the opportunity to learn from an experience what can be offered in a 
children’s cultural circle, including drumming, storytelling and the incorporation of cultural resources like First Nations 
Hand Drums, the protocols of using such tools as well as other provincial AECD resources such as the Granny & Grampa  
Connections Box kit. Participants will learn some easy and fun Aboriginal songs that they can incorporate into their circle 
times.  Each one of us has a sacred responsibility to the children in our communities. It is up to us to be the change that 
we want to see in the world. As our capacity to deliver Aboriginal early childhood services in our community grows, so 
does our need to have more cultural resources for our many AECD programs. This hands-on workshop will give each 
participant an opportunity to participate in Aboriginal drumming/singing while also learning ways in which 
drumming/singing can be incorporated into AECD programs. What’s more is that the participants will also have the 
opportunity to participate in an interactive and fun group exercise and group sharing. Participants should be prepared to 
have fun and enjoy a lot of laughs in this workshop! 

 

Nadine Gagne  is the Provincial Advisor for Aboriginal Supported Child Development (ASCD) and supports 49 ASCD 

programs across BC. She is Métis and also a proud mother of a 5 year old son and 9 year old daughter. She has worked 
within Aboriginal early childhood in BC at all levels for 22 years. Her passion is creating Aboriginal children’s music and she 
has released 2 children’s CD’s titled “My Moccasins” and “Wrapped in Daisies” as cultural resources for AECD & ECD 
programs. She is passionate about advocating for children with special needs, as well as ensuring Indigenous culture and 
worldview is respectfully embedded within Aboriginal early childhood programs and services in BC. 
 
 

Wet Felting 
- Ray-Ann Miller 

(Offered in afternoon session as well) 

 

Saturday, May 26  9:30-12:00pm 
 

In this workshop, participants will each take home a thoroughly felted and durable playscape suitable for small world play, 
storytelling or seasonal nature displays. Participants will learn how to take natural sheep’s wool and transform it into felt 
using a method of hot water, soap, and friction. Participants should wear comfy clothes and be ready to roll up their 
sleeves to enjoy an interesting and therapeutic experience. All the materials needed for this workshop will be provided.  

 
Ray - Ann Miller  has been working in the Early Childhood Education field for 35 years. When I was a younger 

educator, I used teacher-initiated activities or themes as a way of guiding how I would engage the children each day. As 
seasons changed, the artwork would correspond and so would group time songs and stories. I don’t necessarily think that 
using this style of teaching children is entirely the wrong approach because children are born to play and learn and will! 
However, I have now come to the point in my experience and observations to understand that children are capable of 
constructing their own learning. When they do, they are motivated. When they are motivated, incredible and amazing 
learning can happen. I want to be a facilitator for that kind of learning and a co-constructor of their play. I have been 
influenced by Reggio Emilia and Waldorf-inspired approaches, the RIE philosophy, and loose parts and play-based theory. 
I am continually learning in this field of Early Childhood.  I love to learn, apply and then reflect to constantly refine my 
practice with young children.  

C1 

C2 



 
 
 
 

Sink or Swim: Getting the Support You Need as a Beginning 
Early Childhood Educator 

- Laura Doan 

 
Saturday, May 26 9:30am-12:00pm 

 
As early childhood educators, we all know the importance of the early years for young children, but what about the 
importance of the early years for early childhood educators?  The journey of becoming an early childhood educator takes 
time, and it does not happen in isolation.  Without formal structures to support the professional identity development 
needs of beginning early childhood educators in British Columbia, many early childhood educators report they did not get 
the support they needed (Doan, 2014).  The Early Childhood Educators of British Columbia (ECEBC) reports that as many 
as 50% of beginning early childhood educators leave the field within the first five years of work (ECEBC, 2012).  This statistic 
does not have to include you.  In this interactive workshop, you will hear about the specific needs of beginning early 
childhood educators and have an opportunity to assess your own needs.  In addition, practical ways of getting the support 
you need will be shared, along with resources to support you.  

 
Dr. Laura Doan  is an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Education and Social Work at Thompson Rivers University, 

where she teaches in the Early Childhood Education and Master of Education Programs.  Laura is involved in research to 
support both new and experienced early childhood educators.  She has completed research with beginning early childhood 
educators across BC, to find out what their experiences and needs are, and more recently, she has set up a peer-mentoring 
project based on what new educators said they wanted. 
 

 
 
 

Living with an Idea 
- Amy Wesley 

 
Saturday, May 26  9:30-12:00pm 

 
Participants will engage in my journey exploring project work with infants and toddlers. You will learn about the 
concepts behind this philosophy, as well as see many photos and discussion of how I put theory into practice. 

 
Amy Wesley  has over 10 years of experience in the field and holds a degree in Early Childhood Care and Education from 

Capilano University. Her primary experience and passion is working with infants and toddlers in a Reggio inspired setting. 
She spent many years at Cariboo Child Care as well as 2 years at Capilano University Children’s Centre. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

C3 

C4 



 

 

Saturday PM sessions 
 

Creating Meaningful and Memorable Cultural Experiences within AECD 
- Nadine Gagne 

(C1 Description) 

 

Saturday, May 26  1:30pm-4:00pm 
 

 

Wet-Felting 
- Ray-Ann Miller 

(C2 description) 

 

Saturday, May 26  1:30pm-4:00pm 
 
 

 

Leading: Improving the Workplace Through Mentorship 
- Laura Doan 

 
Saturday, May 26  1:30pm-4:00pm 

 
Are you an Administrator, a Senior Educator, or a Team Leader?  As a leader, you have the opportunity to make such a 
difference in the lives of beginning early childhood educators, including all of your staff.  How can you move beyond 
managing to leading – giving direction, offering inspiration, building teamwork, setting an example, and gaining 
acceptance (Rodd, 2006)?  How can you develop a culture of learning and respect within the workplace?  What aspects of 
mentoring are important to ensure a successful experience for both mentors and mentees?  Regular and supportive 
communication with administrators has been found to be helpful in supporting mentoring (Smith & Ingersoll, 2004), but 
what does this look like?  In this interactive workshop, you will hear about specific strategies for supporting the ongoing 
professional development needs of both new and experienced early childhood educators.  In addition, we will look at ways 
you can get support as a leader.   
 

Dr. Laura Doan  is an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Education and Social Work at Thompson Rivers University, 

where she teaches in the Early Childhood Education and Master of Education Programs.  Laura is involved in research to 
support both new and experienced early childhood educators.  She has completed research with beginning early childhood 
educators across BC, to find out what their experiences and needs are, and more recently, she has set up a peer-mentoring 
project based on what new educators said they wanted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D1 

D2 

D3 



 
 
 

Taking “School” out of the School Age Child Care 
- Cathy Balatti 

 
Saturday, May 26  1:30pm-4:00pm 

 
Most school days are very structured. Children need time, especially in the after school hours, to choose activities, explore 
their interests, hang out with their friends, and relax. In this interactive workshop, Cathy will share with you the role she 
and the rest of the team at Beyond the Bell Out of School Care take in order to offer a play based program that offers the 
children the freedom to choose how they spend their time and unwind from their structured day at school. 

 
Cathy Balatti  has worked in school age programs for over 10 years, she is the owner of Beyond the Bell Out of School 

Care. Cathy’s background is Early Childhood/Infant Toddler Education. She is the recipient of the 2017 BC Aboriginal 
Business Awards – “Outstanding Business Achievement” in the Business of the Year 3-10 person category. Cathy believes 
that play based after school care programs not only support healthy development for children, but ensures a fun 
environment for the caregivers.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

D4 

Conference reminders: 
o Wear layers to accommodate room temperature changes; 

o Be Green! Bring your own water bottle/coffee mug; 
o Bring business cards to exchange with new colleagues; 
o Scent free – Refrain from wearing scented products. 

 



 

Creative Concepts in the Early Years 2018 

Conference Registration Form 

Deadline for Registration is May 4, 2018 
Complete registration form and send payment via:  

¶ Mail: Cariboo Child Care, 805 TRU Way, Kamloops, BC V2C 0C8 

¶  e-mail (daycare@tru.ca) 
*Complete a separate form for each registrant. Print clearly and keep a copy for your records* 

 
Participant Information 
 
              
LAST NAME    FIRST NAME    CENTRE/ORGANIZATION 
 
              
ADDRESS    CITY/PROVINCE    POSTAL CODE 
 
              
CELL PHONE    WORK PHONE    E-MAIL 
 

Session Registration 
 
Space is limited in many workshops, register early for best selection.    
Indicate on the grid below your first and second choices for sessions.  
Workshops are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. We will inform you which sessions you have been  
assigned in a confirmation e-mail. 
 

   Conference Registration Fees  
  (All fees include lunch) 
  
  ECEBC Members (Local & Provincial) 

Ç 2 day registration  $130 
Ç 1 day registration    $75 

   
  Student 

Ç 2 day registration  $120 
Ç 1 day registration    $70 

Method of Payment 
Cariboo Child Care Society (*CCCS)    Non ECEBC Members/Community 
      Ç  2 day registration  $140 
Ç Cheque – payable to *CCCS    Ç  1 day registration    $70 
Ç Money Order – Payable to *CCCS    
Ç Interac e-transfer to daycare@tru.ca   Ç Tour De Daycare     $10 

         (Ensure you email us the password you’ve chosen) 

      TOTAL AMOUNT     
 
Refunds will be considered until May 4th 2018 and will be subject to a $25 administrative fee. After May 4th, replacement delegates are welcome 
with prior notice. 

Day & Session 1st Choice 2nd Choice 

Friday (Full day) 
A Sessions  

  

Saturday (Full day) 
B Sessions 

  

Saturday AM 
C Sessions 

  

Saturday PM  
D Sessions   

  

mailto:daycare@tru.ca
mailto:daycare@tru.ca

